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The Alabama Student Loan Program–KHEAA 
recently sponsored a session on AlabamaMentor at 
the annual conference of the Alabama Counseling 
Association in Birmingham.

Alabama Counselors praised the value of the 
AlabamaMentor.org Web portal as an effective 
tool for counselors and resource for students and 
families.

The ratings for this session, presented by our 
North Carolina colleague, Margaret Causey, were 
outstanding.

Here are the comments given on the session 
evaluation form -

 • “Very informative.  One of the best workshops 
  I have ever attended.”
 • “Outstanding.”
 • “Thanks for the useful info.!”
 • “Excellent information - excellent presenter.”
 • “Great!”
 • “Excellent free resource of valuable 
  information for counselors.”
 • “Great session!”
 • “Excellent - Thank You!”
 • “Super”
 • “Very informative and useful.”
 • “Great information.”
 • “GREAT!!  What an asset!!”
 • “No Handouts --  Notepads were useful.” 

It’s FAFSA Time!

Encourage your students to complete the FAFSA as 
soon after the first of the year as possible. Students 
seeking college aid for the 2006–2007 school year 
should file the FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov 
as soon as possible.

The FAFSA is used to apply for most need-based 
state, federal and institutional aid programs. Some 
student aid funds are limited, and those who apply 
early have the best chance to receive all of the aid 
for which they may 
qualify.

Students who file 
the FAFSA online 
will get their results 
7 to 14 days faster 
than those who file 
by mail. Students 
can also file a paper 
FAFSA, available 
from high school 
guidance offices and 
college financial aid 
offices.

Your answers on this form will be read electronically. Therefore:

Blue is for student information  and  purple is for parent information.

If you or your family has unusual circumstances (such as loss of employment),
complete this form to the extent you can, then submit it as instructed and consult with
the financial aid office at the college you plan to attend.

For more information or help in filling out the FAFSA, call 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-
433-3243). TTY users may call 1-800-730-8913. Or visit our Web site at
www.studentaid.ed.gov.

• use black ink and fill in ovals
completely:

• print clearly in CAPITAL letters and
skip a box between words:

• report dollar amounts (such as
$12,356.41) like this:

Correct       Incorrect         

1 5 E

1 2 3 5 6

L M S T

no cents

Filling Out the FAFSA

Use this form to apply free for federal and 
state student grants, work-study and loans.

Or apply free online 
at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

July 1, 2006 — June 30, 2007
FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

OMB # 1845-0001 

For federal aid, submit your application as early as possible, but no earlier than 
January 1, 2006. We must receive your application no later than July 2, 2007. Your
college must have your correct, complete information by your last day of enrollment in
the 2006-2007 school year.

For state or college aid, the deadline may be as early as January 2006. See the table to
the right for state deadlines. You may also need to complete additional forms. Check
with your high school guidance counselor or a financial aid administrator at your
college about state and college sources of student aid and deadlines.

If you are filing close to one of these deadlines, we recommend you file online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. This is the fastest and easiest way to apply for aid.

$ ,

STATE AID DEADLINES
File Online and File On Time 

www.fafsa.ed.gov
AK April 15, 2006 (date received)
AR For Academic Challenge - June 1, 2006

(date received)
For Workforce Grant - Contact your
financial aid administrator.

AZ June 30, 2007 (date received)
*^CA For initial awards - March 2, 2006

For additional community college awards -
September 2, 2006 (date postmarked)

*DC June 30, 2006 (date received by state)
DE April 15, 2006 (date received)
FL May 15, 2006 (date processed)

^IA July 1, 2006 (date received)
#IL First-time applicants - September 30, 2006

Continuing applicants - August 15, 2006
(date received)

IN March 10, 2006 (date received)
#*KS April 1, 2006 (date received)

#KY March 15, 2006 (date received)
#^LA May 1, 2006

Final deadline - July 1, 2006 (date received)
#^MA May 1, 2006 (date received)

MD March 1, 2006 (date received)
ME May 1, 2006 (date received)
MI March 1, 2006 (date received)
MN 30 days after term starts (date received)
MO April 1, 2006 (date received)

#MT March 1, 2006 (date received)
NC March 15, 2006 (date received)
ND March 15, 2006 (date received)
NH May 1, 2006 (date received)

^NJ June 1, 2006, if you received a Tuition Aid
Grant in 2005-2006
All other applicants
- October 1, 2006, fall & spring terms
- March 1, 2007, spring term only 
(date received)

*^NY May 1, 2007 (date received)
OH October 1, 2006 (date received)

#OK April 15, 2006
Final deadline - June 30, 2006 
(date received)

#OR March 1, 2006 (date received)
Final deadline - Contact your financial aid
administrator.

*PA All 2005-2006 State Grant recipients & all
non-2005-2006 State Grant recipients in
degree programs - May 1, 2006
All other applicants - August 1, 2006 
(date received)

#RI March 1, 2006 (date received)
SC June 30, 2006 (date received)
TN For State Grant - May 1, 2006

For State Lottery - September 1, 2006 (date
received)

*^WV March 1, 2006 (date received)

Check with your financial aid administrator for
these states and territories:
AL, *AS, CO, *CT, *FM, GA, *GU, *HI, ID,
*MH, *MP, MS, *NE, *NM, *NV, PR, *PW,
*SD, *TX, UT, *VA, *VI, *VT, WA, WI and *WY.
# For priority consideration, submit application

by date specified.
^ Applicants encouraged to obtain proof of

mailing.
* Additional form may be required.
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Applying by the Deadlines

If you are supposed to file a 2005 federal income tax return, we recommend that you
complete it before filling out this form. If you have not yet filed your return, you can
still submit your FAFSA, but you must provide income and tax information. Once you
file your tax return, correct any income or tax information that is different from what
you initially submitted on your FAFSA.

Using Your Tax Return

Mailing Your FAFSA

Let’s Get Started!

After you complete this application, make a copy of pages 3 through 6 for your
records. Then mail the original of only pages 3 through 6 in the attached envelope or
send it to: Federal Student Aid Programs, P.O. Box 4691, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864-0059.
Do not send the worksheets on page 8; keep them for your records.

If you do not receive the results of your application—a Student Aid Report (SAR)—
within three weeks, please check online at www.fafsa.ed.gov or call 1-800-433-3243.
If you provided your e-mail address in question 13, you will receive information
about your application within a few days after we process it.

Now go to page 3, detach the application form and begin filling it
out. Refer to the notes as instructed. ISD5472

AlabamaMentor.org Praised

The Alabama Student Loan 

Program–KHEAA and The 

Student Loan People wish you 

the very happiest of holidays. We 

will be closed the 

following dates: December 23 and 

26 for Christmas and December 

30 and January 2 for New Year’s.



Counselor Connection
 DECEMBER 2005

Posters You Should Display

Included with this 
Counselor Connection 
is a poster about 
financial aid scams. Be 
sure to display this in 
a prominent place to 
remind students and their 
families that they do not 
have to pay for financial 
aid information. It can 
be obtained free from 
KHEAA.

If a student or parent has  been charged for KHEAA 
information, advise them to contact the Better 
Business Bureau and the Office of the Attorney 
General, Consumer Protection Division, 11 South 
Union Street, Montgomery, AL 36130, phone 
number 205.242.7334.

Also included with this 
Counselor Connection 
is a poster promoting 
Getting In. 

Please display these 
posters prominently in 
your school. If you’d like 
additional copies, please 
contact the publications 
area at the address or 
phone number at the top 
of the page.
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Things To Know About Student Loans

One fact of life for most college students is that 
they will have to take out student loans to help 
pay for their college education. Many times their 
parents will have to take out loans to help them. The 
Alabama Student Loan Program-KHEAA and The 
Student Loan Peoplesm administer the Federal Family 
Education Loan Program (FFELP) and suggest 
students and parents should take time to learn more 
about student loans and how to save money on them.

FFELP includes Federal Stafford Loans for students 
and Federal PLUS Loans for parents. FFELP loans 
will have a lender and a guarantor. The lender can 
charge an origination fee, similar to the points on a 
home mortgage, of up to 3 percent. The guarantor 
can charge an insurance fee of up to 1 percent. Those 
fees are deducted before the loan funds are sent to 
the student’s school. However, not all FFELP lenders 
and guarantors charge the same fee. To be smart 
shoppers, students and parents should find out what 
fees each lender and guarantor charges. The lower 
the fees, the more money the student gets to pay for 
school.

Students and parents should also see what benefits 
lenders offer when they’re paying back Stafford or 
PLUS Loans. Many FFELP lenders offer interest rate 
reductions for automatic withdrawals and reductions 
to the principal for a history of on-time payments.

In addition to federal student loans, many lenders 
offer private student loans. These are called 
“alternative loans.” As with any private loan, 
students owe it to themselves to do some comparison 
shopping before borrowing.

For more information about student financial aid 
and college planning, visit www.alstudentaid.com or 
www.alabamamentor.org; write the Alabama Student 
Loan Program, 100 North Union Street, Suite 308, 
Montgomery, AL 36104-3761; or call 334-265-9720, 
toll free (800) 721-9720.


